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Edgar Anderson Center Dedicated at SNR

The new support facility at Shaw Nature Reserve, constructed in honor of Edgar Anderson (1897-1969), was dedicated on June 29, 2010. Dr. Anderson, a highly-respected plant geneticist and evolutionist, worked mainly at the Garden following obtaining his Ph.D. degree from Harvard University in 1922, serving briefly as director of the Garden in the early 1950s. He and his graduate students Bill Brown and Don Duvick, who later played major roles in building Pioneer Hy-Bred, lived at the Nature Reserve in the summers and grew corn there for their genetic plant studies.  

This new center is an excellent example of our commitment to conserve and preserve. During demolition, over 90 percent of the materials were either reused or recycled, greatly reducing the amount of materials taken to landfills. The recycled material included more than 16 tons of metal parts and piping, together with 700+ tons of aggregate from the concrete floors. Several of the complex’s features address sustainability issues, including an innovative cooling system that uses about half the energy of a conventional cooling system; passive solar features; and energy-efficient lighting. The SNR staff, volunteers, and personnel from the Missouri Department of Conservation stationed at the Nature Reserve are particularly delighted with their new headquarters. These facilities replace deteriorating ones that were more than 75 years old. The Reserve is pursuing LEED Gold certification for the Anderson Center.
