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Fringe Tree

Chionanthus virginicus
The fringe tree is fairly difficult to germinate for some reason. What we have tried in the past with limited success is warm stratification for 3 months followed by cold stratification for another 3 months. You will need to mash the pulp off the berry to get a clean seed. Do not let the seeds dry. Also, you may try nicking the seed with a pair of pruners or metal file before placing them in stratification. The seed is very hard so be careful. Then place the clean seeds in a ziplock baggie with moist peat and sand. About 50% peat and 50% sand works well. You will need about 10x as much peat/sand mix by volume than the seed. Make sure the mix is just moist and not wet. Keep the stratification bag moist at room temp for about 3 months and then place it in the refrigerator for another 3 months. The seed should come out of the fridge around Feb or March, the perfect time to sow the seeds in a container in a greenhouse or kitchen window. You may get lucky and see some seedlings sprouting in the baggie so look for them, or you may have to wait to see them sprout in the container. You may not see any seedlings at all! This is a difficult plant to grow from seed. 
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