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Sedges have Edges

Hardy sedges may soon be on the leading edge of landscape design

You can differentiate sedges from grasses by their angled stems, but there's more to know about these native plants as landscape designers, contractors and nurserymen learned at a recent briefing. Under the direction of Scott Woodbury and Larry Havermann, staff members at Shaw Nature Reserve in Gray Summit are conducting a multiple-year study of native sedges in landscape situations similar to those of a home garden.

The goal is to identify the species that remain green and erect during the growing season, have interesting and attractive seed heads and stay where they are planted. Havermann is recording extensive data that will be used to evaluate the value of the plant as a landscape element. The study includes shade and sun situations, as well as other factors. Height and width are only a few of the attributes Havermann includes in his data collection. 

The 66 species in the study also are being evaluated as candidates for erosion control. Plants that spread via rhizomes are tagged as contenders for this task, while being eliminated as possibilities for landscape plants.

Staff members at the nature reserve are not ready to make any recommendations at this time, but should have meaningful data at the end of this growing season. When the data are compiled, they'll make the results available to professionals in the landscape industry with the hope the edgy sedges will become part of the home and commercial landscape. The research is sponsored by a grant from the Missouri Department of Conservation.

