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Back to School

It wasn't just kids going back to school in September. Gardening enthusiasts were on their way to the first-ever Native Plant School.

Classes convened in late September at Shaw Nature Reserve, where eager students were treated to lecture sessions under the "big" tent and to small-group sessions in "little" tents throughout the Whitmire Wildflower Garden. In a "big" tent session, Dave Tylka introduced attendees to "The Secret Lives of Backyard Wildlife for Inquisitive Minds," as he outlined who might visit a yard heavily populated with native plants. Other "big" tent lecturers included Larry Lowman, who shared his favorite techniques for gardening to attract butterflies, and Scott Hamilton, who described how rain gardens help create a healthy watershed.

Small-group sessions focused on landscaping for wildlife, the intricacies of rain gardening, prairie landscaping, home landscaping do's and don'ts, woodland landscaping and grasses, sedges and rushes for landscaping.

Native Plant School continues on a monthly basis with three-hour sessions at Shaw Nature Reserve. For information about Native Plant School, check the Events and Workshops section of the Grow Native! web site or check the Shaw Nature Reserve web site (www.shawnature.org) or call Shaw Nature Reserve at (636) 451-3512. The October 13 session was on native trees, shrubs and vines for the home landscape. The November 17 class will demonstrate methods of controlling invasive plants and the January 12 session is on design concepts for using native plants in the home landscape.
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