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Native-Plant Gardening . . . in Winter?

Scott Woodbury has been gardening with native plants at Shaw Nature Reserve for 15 years. The Whitmire Wildflower Garden he and his staff have established in that time is a thing of beauty. You'll find fall gardening tips from Scott here.

Seedheads of common garden plants are full of seeds that feed birds in winter so don't chop down those seedheads (often called "putting your garden to bed"). Instead, keep native plants like coneflowers, black-eyed Susan, and native grasses standing tall throughout fall and winter. The chocolate-brown seed heads and tan grass stems have a subtle winter beauty, and you will soon find winter birds, like sparrows, Junco's, titmice, and bluebirds, pecking at standing seed heads and scratching on the ground in search of fallen seeds. Birds also like taking cover in grasses during winter storms. 

Instead of putting your garden to bed for winter, turn your attention to removing non-native invasive shrubs like bush honeysuckle, privet, autumn olive and buckthorn. When small, honeysuckle and privet can be hand-pulled or dug. Larger plants can be cut at ground-level with a saw or lopper and painted with concentrated glyphosate (RoundupPro) or triclopyr (Garlon). Follow the label for proper mixing and application. Lay branches in dense piles at the edge of forests or open areas to create habitat for winter residents like chipmunks, lizards and salamanders. Many animals like to bask in the winter sun so lay rocks or large logs at the edge of your brush-pile and you might be surprised by who moves in.

