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New Rain Garden at Shaw Nature Reserve
By Cindy Gilberg
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For those of you on the eastern side of the state, if you haven’t seen a rain garden and would like to, there is a new one at Shaw Nature Reserve in Gray Summit. This rain garden, within the Whitmire Wildflower Garden, was constructed and planted in the spring of 2006. It sits below the newly renovated classroom by the Joseph H. Bascom House and is used as a teaching tool. The 500-square-foot garden catches water from the classroom roof and patio and consists of a 1-foot-deep basin, two bioswales and an overflow spillway. Any stormwater that gets beyond this point fans out through the wildflower garden prairie. 

The garden is planted with about 50 species of Missouri native wetland plants, many of which are also native to wet prairies. The basin is planted with sedges, rushes, rose mallow, copper iris, pickerel weed, thalia and many others. The bioswales and overflow spillway are planted with cardinal flower, swamp milkweed and rose turtlehead (Chelone obliqua). In addition, two dozen species of sedges were planted in the bioswales and slopes to prevent soil erosion. 

Shaw Nature Reserve is located at the intersection of Interstate 44 and Highway 100. Call 636-451-3512 or visit www.shawnature.org for more information.

Cindy Gilberg is a horticulturist at Shaw Nature Reserve.
